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Robbed at the buzzer FLOPPED
Last second call by refs
cost Pirates the win

V o l u me 8 2 , I s s ue 6
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Sequel brings the once
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4

remarkable 'Die Hard' series
to all-time low.

OPINION: With no clear
choice, who will take NFL's
No. 1 spot
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OVERLOADED
Students experience registration issues, while faculty struggle to accommodate course loads
BY RE ILLY MESCO

news.inkwell@gmail.com

The line from William
Shakespeare's A Midsummer
Night's
Dream
"Though
she be but little, she is
fierce!" encapsulates all that
Armstrong is. It is an often
underrated,
overlooked
school with some fiercely
talented people populating

its quaint campus, and in the
past few years, the university
has' seen a dramatic upswing
in terms of enrollment.
It is understandable, then,
the faculty and administra
tion have new problems to
solve, particularly in terms of
accommodating current and
new students, a problem seen
most prominently in those
of the biology, psychology
and nursing majors. Students

majoring in
these fields
are having more and more
difficulty getting the classes
they need.
"Part of it is that we have
a slight imbalance, in terms
of the population of our
students," said
University
President
Linda
Bleicken.
"What we're seeing is that
more and more of our
students are choosing to go
into the sciences but also the

health professions.
.
"We turn away — p rimarily
because
of • space
issues
— hundreds of qualified
applicants every year, and part
of that is because we are seeing
the future needs of health
professions far outpacing the
actual space. My hope is that
we expand our capacity to
provide health professions
and science because those
seem to be very much areas of

demand at this point."
Bleicken said the plan to
ensure students getting what
they needed is two-fold. First,
the departments that are
seeing the biggest jump in
population need more space,
and second, these departments
need to hire more faculty.
Hiring new faculty is an
action that Jennifer Zettler,
the interim head of biology, is
extremely aware of.

"We'fe actually working
on hiring new faculty right
now," she said. "We have
about 700 major students, and
compared to two years ago,
that's a lot. We've been trying
to open up more seats, but
no matter what, they fill up. I
definitely suspect it's because
our increasing number of
students."
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Lady Pirates defeat Flagler
BY DEON ATE PH ARR

Staff Writer

Photo by Brittany Cook

Lady Pirates No. 12 Stephenie Coney and No. 21 Tyler Calrson play tough offense against the Flagler
Saints Feb. 16 in Alumni Arena. The Lady Pirates won the matchup 65-56.

Leonard Pitts gives
'Stupid Giant' lecture
BY MAGGIE STONE

Staff Writer

Pulitzer
prize-winning
journalist Leonard Pitts expressed
concern about stupidity in the
U.S. at Armstrong Feb. 16.
Armstrong students and faculty
packed Savannah Ballroom B
to witness Pitts' lecture, held
as a private kick-start event for
the Savannah Book Festival.
The lecture was based on Pitts'
"Stupid Giant" concept from an
article he wrote for the Press of
Atlantic City.
"When the column ran, I
received the usual emails from
readers," Pitts said.
"The ones I remember most
are the ones who said, 'I don't
get it.'"
The article he refers to uses
the allegpry of a stupid giant to
resemble the United States and
purports to criticize findings
many U.S. science educators are
teaching creationism rather than
the theory of evolution.
To be ignorant
is to
simply be uninformed, to lack
information," he said. "But to be
stupid is t o be unable to use the

information once you have it."
Pitts also said that while more
U.S. citizens know the five
Simpsons than five freedoms
from
the
Constitutional
amendments, there is still hope
for the future.
"Success comes from requiring
students to spend more time
in school and from letting kids
know someone has emotionally
invested in them," he said.
Pitts drew this conclusion
from his travels to cities such
as.
Atlanta,
Philadelphia
and Portland, where he saw
successful educational programs
at work.
During the question-andanswer session, one student
asked for Pitts' thoughts on
high school programs where
randomly chosen students are
rewarded with more educational
opportunities.
"Education shouldn't boil
down to luck," Pitts said. "You
have a right to be educated to
the fullest of your abilities."
As well as student attendance,
Armstrong professors populated
a good portion of the ballroom.
African-American
studies

program founder and professor
Elizabeth Desnoyers-Colas used1,
to live in Florida and said she
enjoyed reading Pitts' articles in
the Miami Herald.
"There are many glorified
bloggers out there," DesnoyersColas said, "hut he's a great
writer."
In addition to his articles,
for the Savannah Book Festival,
Pitts' had available signed copies
of his book, "Freeman" released
in 2012.
Armstrong history professor
Michael Benjamin said that
just 200 pages into "Freeman,"
he found it to be an interesting
reading experience.
"I'Freeman'] is delicious,"
Benjamin said. "There are nice
surprises in the narrative, and it's
rich with historical references."
Benjamin said he agreed with
Pitts' sentiments but wondered
if some of his solutions were also
simplistic.
"When it comes to challenging
students to perform so their
intellect will prosper, you cannot
just throw them out of class,"
Benjamin said. "You must
engage them."

The Armstrong Lady Pirates
took on the Flagler Saints
during the second to last
home game of the season in
the Alumni Arena Feb. 16,
defeating the Flagler Saints
63-56. With the victory, the
squad snapped the Saints'
five-game winning streak and
improved their record to 9-13
overall and 4-11 in the Peach
Belt Conference.
Five seniors were honored
for Senior Night, including
forward;
Demisha
Mills;
guard, Angelia Hill; guard,
Karolina Rykowska; guard,
Briana McFarland; and center,
Marissa Rimbert.
'fhe Saints got the ball
first and put two points on
the scoreboard immediately.
The Lady Pirates didn't let

that affect them when they
went on defense and created
back-to-back runs. With Tori
Klewicki-McNutt's
multiple
three-pointers, the team edged
out from under Flagler early in
jhe first half.
Unfortunately, the Pirates
faltered a hit as time ticked
down in the first half due
to costly mistakes. By not
knocking down shots, giving
up possessions and several
other mishaps, the Pirates lost
the lead.
"For us, valuing the ball on
each possession is what we have
to continue to do if we want to
guarantee a win in the future,"
said head coach Matt Schmidt.
"With a lot of deflections
and broken up passes, better
decisions are going to have to
be made, and valuing the hall
is the top priority." •
Being down right before

halftime, the Lady Pirates
persistently
fought
agaitist
Flagler's efforts. With a'fast
break that led to a two-point
shot and followed up with a
three pointer by guard Tyler
Carlson, Armstrong came back
from a seven-point deficit and
closed Flagler's lead to two.
Just before halftime, Lady
Pirate's Demisha Mill made a
last second layup and tied the
game at 28.
"In the future, we have slow
it down and be more patient
with making shots so that we
can keep our lead and not
worry, about having to fight
to keep from falling too far
behind," Mills said.
The second
half started
i
with the Lady Pirates scoring
right away. Although the
Saints answered right back by
making baskets of their own,
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Author inspires young writers
BY CHR ISTINA LAM ARRE

arts.inkwell@gmail.com

Barbara Shapiro, known as
B.A., was invited to speak on
Armstrong's campus Feb. 15
as part of the Savannah Book
Festival.
William Belford introduced
Shapiro
as
a
writer
who
"demonstrates a keen understanding
of the fundamental truth — writing
is process. It is n ot simply thought.
We must do the grunt work."
Shapiro is a New York Times
best selling author, as well as a
playwright.
Belford introduces Shapiro
with her own quote about her
work:
"I'm a cowardly writer. Some
writers sit down and begin a
novel without knowing where it
will end, trusting the process to
bring their story to a satisfying
conclusion. But not me. I don't
have the courage to begin a book
until I know there's an end~and
a middle too. I need an outline
that allows me to believe my
idea might be transformed into
a successful novel. Some writers
need a working title; I need a
working plot."
Shapiro stepped up and asked
how many authors there were

Photo by Brittany Cook

Armstrong Enlgish student Robin Diggs gets her copy of "The Art
Forger" autographed by author B.A. Sharpiro.

in the room. Some in the room
raised their hands.
"If you are writing, you are a
writer," Shapiro responded.
"That's how you.start — there's
nothing wrong with it. It's what,
we all go through."
Shapiro
encouraged
the
students, saying every book you
see on the bookstore shelves was
written by someone who at one
point was an unpublished writer.
Shapiro is by trade a sociologist
and has a strong education in
statistics. She claims no formal
English background or training.
But after reading "Gone with the.
Wind" at the age of 10, she knew

she wanted to write novels.
"And
Scarlet
O'Hara,"
Shapiro joked.
And after a number of years
working as a sociologist, Shapiro
quit her job and took 25 years
off to write. It is a difficult to
make a living as a writer, she
said.
"What you need is a working
spouse with benefits," she joked.
* Us ing a statistical bell curve,
Shapiro visually walked her
audience through the mental
process she goes through before
writing a book. To Shapiro the
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SPORTS
Bad call upsets Pirates

Calendar

BY DEONT AE PHA RR

Basketball
Women's
at Lander
vs. Flagler
at USC Aiken

L, 50-45
W, 63-56
Feb. 23
at 5:30 p.m.
at Francis Marion
Feb. 25
at 5:30 p.m.

Men's
at Lander '
vs. Flagler
at USC Aiken

L, 81-62
L, 87-85
Feb. 23
at 7:30 p.m.
at Francis Marion
Feb. 25
at 7:30 p.m.

Students interested in attending
the USC Aiken game should
contact Michael Smoose at
Michael.Smoose@armstrong.
edu or call him 912-344-3236.
Forty-two spots are available on
the bus, which will leave the
campus at 1:30 p.m. Tickets cost
$15, which includes admission
to the game.

Baseball
at Augusta St.
at Augusta St.
at Augusta St.
at GSW
at GSW
at GSW

L, 9-2
L, 5-4
W, 10-2
Feb. 23
at 3:00 p.m.
Feb. 24
at 1 p.m.
Feb. 24
at 4 p.m.

Golf
Women's
at Lady Moc Golf Classic
The Club,at Eaglebrook
Feb. 25
at Lady Moc Golf Classic
The Club at Eaglebrook
Feb. 26

Staff Writer

%

After a tip-in from foward
Antroine Williford with 0.1
seconds left on the clock was waved
off by officials, the Armstrong
men's basketball team lost a
chance* to batde in overtime for
the win against the Flagler Saint s
Feb. 16 in the Alumni Arena. The
controversial call caused the Pirates
to take the 85-87 loss, leaving t he
team with a 13-9 overall record and
9-6 record in the PBC division.
Prior to'the game, the team's
three seniors were honored during
Senior Night — Williford, forward
j.G Winn and guard Aric Miller,
who were each accompanied by
family members.
The Pirates won the tip-off,
and Winn made an immediate
three-pointer. Flagler answered
with a two-point s hot and even a
three-pointer of their own.
Williford dten pulled up for a
three-pointer, which was his first
of 26 points, a career high for the
senior.
Both teams scored baskets o ne
after each other. The lead changed
a n umber of times in a small t ime
frame. But it was a made jumper
by Miller that allowed t he Pirates
to begin a lead the Saints would
not be able to catch up to for t he
. rem ainder of the first half.
With everyone on the team
going out and making a shot
ranging from free-throws to threepointers, Armstrong saw their
small lead extend to nine points as
,
they reached the half.
Going into halftime with a 43-34
lead, the men were shooting at 55
percent from field goal and 66.7
percent beyond the arc. Flagler
went 12-31 (38.7 percent) in
FG-FGA and would have much to
improve upon once the next half
started.
'Flagler started the second half
gaining possession of the ball, bu t
widi a steal and subsequendy a

Photo by Brittany Cook

The Pirates put up a good defense in the tough game against Flagler Feb. 16 in Alumni Arena. The
Pirates lost the game 85-87.
,

dyee-pointer by Williford, the managed to make a comeback
Pirates saw their lead increase t o ' and keep the score within a small
margin for the rest of the game.
12.
Even though Armstrong led
With high tension throughout
die game by 14 after a Kenny the building and the crowd going
Bellinger II jump shot, the lead wild, the men's basketball team
started to dwindle after the Saints' fought hard against the Saints'
top scorer Matt Clark began to efforts to get ahead, but Flagler
sink jumpers of his own.
wouldn't allow it. With every shot
In the span of only three the Pirates put up, Flagler sunk
minutes, the Saints came back by one of their own.
As time was winding down,
making four back-to-back threepointers and a layup, destroying the two teams started to foul
the 14-point deficit an d tying the each other consistently so they
could hold each other off for the
game at 52.
"Our guards just didn't defend remainder of the game.
like they were capable of and
It was a foul shot by guard Kyle
didn't give enough effort to make Callanan that put Armstrong
stops," said head coach Jeremy within two points to tie the game
Luther. "Letting Matt Clark go for up. After the missed second shot,
25 points was tough and showed the ball was rebounded by Flagler,
diat we need to defend better and but they couldn't hold on to it as
it went out of bounds leaving 0.1
bring more effort."
The Saints went on to put up seconds on the clock.
two more points to take charge
While in the huddle making a
of the game. However, the Pirates game plan, the entire crowd was
got the balland put up three more ecstatic and loud, getting ready
points to reclaim the lead.
to witness an amazing Pirates
The Pirates' lead w ouldn't last comeback over the Saints.
long as theywould go on and miss
With a high pass in the vicinity
much needed shots. Flagler t ook of the basket, Willifor d was able
this opportunity to take the lead to successfully tip the ball i n the
and extend it to seven. The Pirates basket as time expired to tie the

to first for the first out. Dalton
stole third base, putting the
Lady Pirates in scoring position.
Bethany Wilke hit next. Wilke
laid down a bunt to bring Mercer
home and was also able to make it
to second.
The inning wasn't over though
as Kacie Patterson managed to hit
the ball into the far left corner,
which allowed her to make it to
second base and Wilke make it
to home plate. The inning ended
on a pop fly. Mars Hills could not
combat the Lady' Pirate's play in
the top of the fourth and after
four innings the score remained

vs. Armstrong Pirate Invitational
Savannah Quarters
Feb. 25
vs. Armstrong PirateInvitational
Savannah Quarters
Feb. 26

Softball

vs. Queens
vs. Wingate
vs. Queens

L, 5-2
W, 5-4
L, 3-2
W, 6-2
Feb. 23
at 11 a.m.
Feb. 23
at 3 p.m.
Feb. 24
at 11 a.m.
Feb. 24
at 3 p.m.

,

2-0.

Photo by Brittany Cook

Winding up for the pitch, No. 99 senior Shelby Duff prepares to throw in the home game against Mars
Hill Feb. 17. The Lady Pirates defeated the Mars Hill Lions 6-2 and were 2-0 in the series.

Tennis

BY ERIN MCGILLE N AND
CHARLETTE HALL

Women's
at West Florida
at Lander
vs. Clayton St.
at Ga. College

Staff Writer

Feb. 22
at 2 p.m.
Feb. 23
at 2 p.m.
Feb. 24
at 2 p.m.
Feb. 26
at 2 p.m.

Men's
at West Florida
at Lander
vs. Clayton St.
at Ga. College

Feb. 22
at 2 p.m.
Feb. 23at 2 p.m.
Feb. 24
at 2 p.m.
Feb. 26
at 2 p.m.

FROM PAGE 1
Armstrong managed to stop
Flagler and put the Saints on
a scoreless run.
With the Lady Pirates
having a considerable lead
over the Saints, they did not
slow down and made limited
mistakes. The team extended
their lead to 12 with less than
seven minutes left of play.
The Flagler Saints' then
turned up the pressure. Their
standout player on the team,
Williesha 'Shorty' Spencer,
tried to propel her team to
victory by cutting away at the
Lady Pirates' lead.
"[Spencer]
was
the
difference maker for their
team," Mills said. "Going
down and stopping her was
tough because she' just lit us
up in the second half."
But, even with some lost
balls and missed shots, the
Lady Pirates went on to end
the game with a win over the
Flagler Saint's with the score
of 63-56.
Ending the game with eight
points, nine rebounds and six
forced turnovers, Mills showed
she was truly motivated to
get the win against their
opponents.
"Winning
on
Senior
Night was the main focus
for tonight," Mills said.
"Especially
against
an
opponent that just knocked
off the No. 1 team in the
division, wanting to go out
and get the win by going down
and stopping their key players
was what we really wanted."
With only three games
left in the season, Schmidt
believes his team will compete
in the conference tournament.
"We're going to have a
battle in the coming games,
but I know the players
can work hard enough to
make the upcoming [PBC]
tournament."

Armstrong Softball plays tough against Mars Hill

Men's

vs. Shorter
vs. Mars Hill
at Shorter
at Mars Hill
vs. Wingate

game at 87.
However, the official call for the
basket was Williford caught the
ball rather than tipped it in, which
made it a millisecond too long
and would end the game with the
Pirates getting a loss.
Williford disagreed with the call.
"I felt like I got it off in time, but
the referee told me that 1 caug ht
it instead of tipped it, so it was no
good."
Luther expressed his thoughts
on the game and the final play.
"As good as we have been at
home, we shouldn't have be en in
a situation where we have to worry
about a tip in. But, I have to give
them the credit. They beat us."
Though this was a tough loss
for the Pirates, Williford played his
career best by making 26 points
in the game and had 12 total
rebounds, which gave him his fifth
double-double for the season.
"Knowing
how
important
the game was going forward, we
wanted to play o ur absolute best
and come up with a win by any
means necessary," Williford said.
"We were battling for a position
so that we can go on to the [PBC]
tournament and win."

Basketball

Armstrong's
softball
team
continued the Hampton Inn
North Pirate Spring Invitational
Feb. 16 and Feb. 17. The Lady
Pirates played against the Mars Hill
Lions from Asheville, N.C., on
Feb. 16 and managed to squeeze
out a o ne run victory with a win
of 5-4.'
The invitational games still hold
the same amount of weight as the
conference games to the team.
"We treated} the games this
weekend just like we would
conference games," Celia Blome
said. "We knew that we had a lo t
of competition, and this weekend
would help define our character as
a team."

The first inning went quickly
widi no score. Both teams got outs
on their first diree hitters. In the
top of t he second, Mars Hill got a
runner on base with another player
up to hit.
The second Mars Hill player
made contact in fair play, but it was
caught by shortstop, Alexis Mercer,
who threw it to second. Second
baseman, Kat Vogler, was able to
get the ball down to first for a well
executed double play.
The bottom of the secondstarted
rougti with an out on the first hit.
The next player for Armstrong
struck out. With two outs, Mercer
stepped up to bat and got a hit far
into right field, giving the team
some hope of .scoring first in the
game. But their hope was snatched
away when a ball was hit straight to
second for the lastout of the inning

with still no runs scored.
The Lady Pirates played tough
defense to make sure Mars Hill
wouldn't be the first to score. The
top of t he third started with senior
Megan Barnwell making great plays
on the mound. Barnwell caught a
bunt and threw it to first for an out.
Mercer ca ught the next ball an d
threw it to first base for the second
out. Then a player for Mars Hill
struck out, leaving Mars Hill with
no runs.
The Lady Pirates were up to hit
next. Andrea Dalton got things
started with a hard hit between
first and second base. Mars Hill
wasn't able to retrieve the ball swiftly
enough to get Dalton out. Ashley
Schwab stepped up to the plate next
and Dalton seized the opportunity
to steal a base.
Schwab bunted, but itwas thrown

Blome came' in to relieve
Barnwell in the fifth. She was
shaky at first, and Mars Hill's
first player to bat got a walk. The
next Mars Hill batter bunted the
ball, which got two players on
base. However, Armstrong made
another double play.
Tire last player to getout tried to
make it to second but was tooslow
for Armstrong's rapid defense.
Freshman first baseman, Hannah
Reppert credited the team's
successful offense to their play on
defense.
"We turned four double plays
this weekend, and we really
used that energy to carry over to
hitting," Reppert said.
The team knew Mars Hill
would be just as tough as they
were in their Feb 16. match up
and could not let up,
"Of course we were expecting
to best Mars Hill, but we knew it
wasn't going to be easy," Blome
said. "We can never take any game
lightly because anyone can beat us
on given day. Therefore, we always
prepare to bring our best game."
The bottom of the fifth didn't
turn out as good for the Pirates

asdarsjlbd. fcach batter came up to
hit, and each ball was caught for
an out.
k
The Lady Pirates stayed s trong
at the bottom of the sixth to
hold the lead against the Lions:
Patterson batted and was able to
get on first and steal a base while
Shelby Duff was at the plate.
With Patterson on second, Duff
was able to hit a d eep ball to left
field and make it to second, while
Patterson sprinted to home plate.
Vogler got a good hit, which
slipped away from die Lions'
shortstop, allowing Duff to make
it to home plate and Vogler to
reach second. Mercer was at the
plate with two strikes and an out,
but she wasable to stay calm under
pressure and make it to second by
slamming the ball into left field.
Mercer got to third but was unable
to make it home before Armstrong
got diree outs.
The seventh inning proved to
he impossible for the Lions to
comeback against Armstrong's
tough defense and pitching.
"I think out pitchers did a
wonderful job," Reppert praised.
Mars Hill recorded only two
runs in the game, and the Lady
Pirates came away widi the 6-2
victory.
"Against Mar s Hill I think we
played well togedier as a team,"
Blome said. "We supported each
other and never gave up and
ended up on top both games."
Teamwork played a great deal
in the team's success thus far th is
season. The team has shown their
resilience having only lost two
games. The game against Mars
Hill proved no different.
"We just said that we needed to
stay pumped the whole game and
never let up," Reppert stated.
The soffhall team is no w 10-2.
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OPINIONS

Prospects look to impress at NFL combine Campus
BY DAL TON JOHNSO N

Staff Writer
With no clear-cut No. 1
pick prospect in this year's
NFL draft, the NFL combine
is more important than ever
for this year's teams and draft
ees. A total of 333 players re
ported Feb. 13 to Indianapolis
to prepare their talents for the
combine starting Feb. 16 and
ending Feb. 19.
Last year was a draft class
full of once in a lifetime tal
ent, and this year's crop of
talent is much different. The
star-studded talent may not he
there, but the draft is the most
important way to build a team
in the NFL with the tight sal
ary cap.
As always, the spotlight will
be shining bright on the quar
terbacks at the combine. Last
year's draft class produced the
likes of Andrew Luck, Robert

Griffin 111 and Russell Wil
son who all took their teams
to the playoffs as rookies. The
overall talents of quarterbacks
in this year's draft are not ex
pected to live up to the results
of that group.
The most highly touted
quarterback going into last
season was easily Univer
sity of Southern California's
Matt Barkley. When he an
nounced he would be back
for his senior Season, people
immediately considered him
a Heisman trophy finalist and
possible No. 1 overall pick.
After a 7-6 season where
Barkley separated his shoulder
with two games left, the first
fantasy never happened, and
the second is a long-shot too.
Barkley will not throw, but he
will participate in the rest of
the drills and be interviewed
by teams at the combine.
Thanks to an awful showing

by quarterbacks at the Senior
Bowl, Barkley still has a shot to
slip into the first round.
Geno Smith of West Virginia
will be doing all the drills in In
dianapolis and plenty of teams
will be watching. Smith has
been considered a Kansas City
Chiefs hopeful with the first
pick. Quarterbacks Ryan Nassib, Mike Glennon and Tyler
Wilson will all be trying to put
on a show as well to help so
lidify themselves as first-round
picks.
The quarterbacks may not
be full of first-round talent,
but the men protecting them
are. This draft is full of tal
ent on the offensive line. No
body watches the combine to
see linemen work on blocking
drills, but NFL coaches will be
all over them.
After blocking for Johnny
Football h imself, Texas A& L M 'S
left tackle Luke Joeckel is an

other potential player that
could go first overall. Joeckel,
small-school star Eric Fisher
from Central Michigan and
Oklahoma's Lane Johnson are
top-10 talents at left tackle.
Evaluators see this deep class
of linemen having talent all
-the way into the fifth round.
The Manti Te'o show will
simply never end. After go
ing through the roller coaster
of events with his online girl
friend who never actually ex
isted, Te'o's interviews will be
one of the most anticipated
events in combine history.
Spectators
are
usually
dazzled by the 40-yard dash
and other events that show
player's athletic abilities, but
this interview will be one that
everyone wishes they could
be «a part of. His draft stock
shouldn't fall because of the
incident, but if he has a rough
interview process, Te'o's draft

stock could certainly fall.
Players draft stock could
rise or falter just by how fast
they run or how many times
they can bench 225 pounds.
The whole process is a bit baf
fling.
Prospects line up wearing
compression shorts that some
times reveal way too much,
but how fast they run 40 yards
can be the difference of mil
lions of dollars. How many
times do players even run 40
yards in a football game? Not
too many.
The storylines of the NFL
draft are always compelling,
and seeing these freak athletes
on display can be a head-shak
ing experience, but the whole
process is a little silly. These
players are in Indianapolis to
put on a show and have a lot
to prove, but when it comes
down to it, the game film still
matters the most.

Qbamacare: Do we want it? 2nd opinion on drones
Los ANGELES TIMES
(MCT)

BY HAN NAH SH UTTUCK

Staff Columnist
After a long drawn out,
hard-fought battle over the
moral religious, and economic
implications of the Affordable
Care Act, the constitutional
ity of nationalized healthcare
is settled and cemented.
Or so it seems.
They told us it was for the
greater good.
They told us it would save
lives.
They told us it would be af
fordable.
And we believed them.
Our Utopian vision of wellbeing and a system attentive
and comprehensive to the
needs of the individual was
something we needed to hope
for, something we had to be
lieve could be possible, and
even effective, as the price of
living increased and the value
of our money continued to
fall.
We gave up a market that,
to use President Obama's
analogy, simply needed a scal
pel taken to the edges and the
loopholes stitched up, not to
be trashed and traded for a fa
tally flawed European system.
The competitive nature of
our private sector medical
care was a characteristic en
vied by European nations who
had tried and failed the social
ized medicine experiment and
ended in corruption, malprac
tice and the deaths of citizens
from lack of treatment.
. Yet, we had a grand picture
of free medication, free treat
ments, free surgery and free
hospital stays, and we thought
its
swift
implementation
would change America.
And it has.

But some wonder whether
or not we have sold our free
dom in exchange for empty
promises. Was our liberty
worth the price we all must
now pay?
Here is how we are fund
ing it, in addition to adding
yet another burden on the
national debt, as the plan was
not formulated with enough
new taxes to actually sustain
itself.lt is a system designed to
fail, and here is how it will af
fect you:
Ladies, if you're looking to
bronze up foT summer, you'll
notice a 10 percent tax on tan
ning beds has been instituted.
If your parents or other
hard-working family members
dare to make over $150,000
a year, they are subject to 3.8
percent surtax on their sur
plus investments.
And watch out if you make
more than $200,000, because
that gets you another 0.9 per
cent increase in your Medi
care tax.
But don't worry, it's for a
good cause, just another in a
long line of creative ways to
strip wealth from those who
earn it.
And we can't forget the
pharmaceutical manufactur
ing industry, which is forking
over $2.8 billion dollars in
taxes this year — a rate planned
to increase annually until it is
projected to level out in 2019.
Insurers are not exempt
either. The industry's tax
burden is estimated at $8 bil
lion in 2012 and expected to
increase to $14.3 billion by
2018.
By 2014, all Americans are
required to purchase health
care insurance, and the price
to cover a family of four to
five individuals is $20,000, ac
cording to the IRS.
The cost of exercising your
free will not to buy a prod
uct: the greater of $2,085 or
2.5 percent of your annual in
come.
The fiscal cliff deal nixed
many of the . tax breaks that
provided incentives for em
ployers to offer work-based
health insurance, meaning
employers will not offer insur
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ance, and employees will have
to buy insurance or pay the
fine.
The Congressional Budget
Office recently reported seven
million people will lose their
insurance, up from four mil
lion, due to the removal of the
tax breaks.
Businesses with 50 or more
employees will be required to
cover their employees or pay
$2,000 per employee. This will
force many small businesses to
halt their hiring practices to
stay under the limit of 50 em
ployees tO 'avoid the penalty.
Private and public sector
businesses are now cutting
hours to classify workers as
part time to avoid the harsh
healthcare fines.
The new mandate requires
health insurers to spend at
least 80 percent of their col
lected premiums on medical
care, leaving the remaining 20
percent for profits and to cov
er their other costs. If the fed
eral government mandating
profits for private companies
sounds like it is overstepping
its constitutional
bounds,
that's because it is.
This affects us all.
When it comes time to grad
uate and find a job, you will
have to pay.
Pay for the insurance or
pay the fine. And as the dol
lar continues to devalue, the
actual cost will only increase,
leaving you with a sub-par sys
tem, overloaded, understaffed
and inefficient, because the
motive is not profit, it is sim
ply control.
As the former speaker of the
House Nancy Pelosi so wisely
proposed, in keeping with her
sense of duty to the Ameri
cans she works for, and with
all the eloquence of a fool,
"But, we have to pass the bill
to find out what's in it."
The silver lining is, now we
see.
And who knows what else
we might discover hidden
within the depths of legisla
tive lingo as we continue to
read through the 1,000-page
law.
Maybe not what you expect
ed?
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The idea that the federal courts
should play so me role in deciding
whether the government may kill
U.S. citizens abroad allied with alQaida has suddenly gained traction
in Washington. During confirma
tion hearings for John Brennan,
President Obama's nominee to
head the Central Intelligence Agen
cy, Sen. Dianne Feinstein, D-Calif.,
the chair of the Intelligence Com
mittee, said she would be consider
ing legislation to establish a court to
"review the conduct" of U.S. drone
strikes. Brennan himself, asked by
Sen. Angus King, I-Maine, whether
a court should scrutinize a decision
to target a U.S. citizen for death,
said the idea was "certainly worthy
of discussion."
Virtually all of the thousands of
people killed by drone strikes in
Pakistan and Yemen (some of them
innocent bystanders) have been
foreigners, so drey wouldn't benefit
from any such legislation. As far as
we know, only one U.S. citizen has
been deliberately killed by hi s own
government: Anwar Awlaki, who
was targeted in a drone attack in
Yemen in 2011 that also killed alQaida propagandist Samir Khan,
another U.S. citizen. According to
die government, the New Mexicoborn Awlaki had taken on an "op
erational" role with al-Qaida in the
Arabian Peninsula and posed a
threat to Americans.
Yet while Awlaki is the first Amer
ican abroad to be assassinated by his
own country, he may not be the last.
The Obama administration has as
serted that it has the right to target
and execute Americans far fromany
batdefield, without charging them
with a crime or offering them the
opportunity to argue in dieir own
defense. Thai's a very troubling as
sertion that raises numerous moral
and practical questions. But if the
United States is d etermined to go
down that path, safeguards certainly
would be helpful. Involving the
judiciary in future decisions to kill
Americans would at least provide a
check — a second opinion of sorts
— on the choices of the executive
branch.
At the Brennan hearings, Fein
stein suggested that Congress could
create an "analogue of the Foreign
Intelligence Surveillance Court,"
which rules on wiretaps in national
security cases. If a comparable court

were set up for targeted killings,
there are a few ways it c ould work.
Congress could require the govern
ment to provide the court with
evidence about specific U.S. citizens
and to approve or reject the place
ment of those individuals on a "kill"
list. Alternately, the government
might be required simply to seek the
court's approval for general policies
for the targeting of U.S. citizens.
Either system would mean that
someone outside the executive
branch would review decisions that
could lead to the killing of an Amer
ican. Though that would not afford
the intended target the due process
provided by an ordinary court that
meets in public and hears from law
yers for both sides, the extra protec
tion would be better than none.
For judicial review of targeted kill
ings to work, judges would have to
overcome their traditional impulse
to defer to the executive branch
on matters involving national secu
rity. That would mean, for example,
scrutinizing the Obama administra
tion's elastic definition of the sort of
"imminent" attack on Americans
that would justify th e targeted kill-*
ing of a U.S. citizen. A Justice De
partment memo leaked to NBC
News suggests that knowledge of
a specific impending attack might
not be required to deem a threat
imminent"; a deadly drone can be
dispatched because al-Qaida leaders
are "continually plotting" attacks.
If the new court is c reated, the
judges should apply a more exacting
standard, such as the one proposed
by Awlaki's family when it unsuc
cessfully asked a federal judge to
remove his name from the kill list:
A U.S. citizen outside a war zone
couldn t be killed "unless he is
found to present a concrete, specific
and imminent threat to life or physi
cal safety, a nd there are no means
other than lethal force" to neutralize
the threat.
Judicial review isn't a foregone
conclusion. Many members of
Congress are likely to oppose it,
and Obama made no mention of
the idea in his State of the Union
address. He did, however, promise
to work with Congress to ensure
that "our targeting, detention and
prosecution of terrorists remains
consistent with our laws and system
of checks and balances." Whether
the targeted killing of an American,
even widi judicial review, would
meet that test is debatable, but it
would be an improvement.

Voices

What is this campus missing?

"I thin k that there's no unify
and collaborations with the
organizations. And a football
team."
Corey Crumbley,
public health,
graduate

"More campus parties."
Haille Guyton,
biology,
freshman

"It's missing more food options.
We only have two. We should
also have a courtyard with
tables and chairs so we can eat
outside."
Spencer Swerling,
rehabilitation sciences,
freshman

"More Greek fraternities and
sororities and Greek housing."
Connor North,
undeclared,
sophomore

"So far I can't think of anything.
I enjoy this ca mpus."
Noe Paramo,
biology,
freshman

"I wou ld say more things to
do on the weekends. I live on
campus, and there's not much
to do."
Cecilia Brown,
freshman,
Spanish

"As a college student, it has to
be Chick-Fit-A."
Paco Pagsisihan,
freshman,
engineering
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Distractions
It's 'A Good Day to Die Hard,' but not a great one
By TODD PERKINS
Staff Writer
In 1988 "Die Hard" became
one of the biggest moneymakers
of that summer and continued
to become one of the most
successful and beloved movie
franchises of all time.
Now considered to be the
best action film ever made by
many hard core fans,' it has
spawned four sequels and
countless rip-offs that still
attempt to replicate the massive
success that made a star out of
Bruce Willis.
W ith the gu idance of directors
John McTiernan, Renny Harlin
and Len Wiseman, Willis has
established his character John
McClane as what is arguably
the coolest action hero in
cinema.
Now, 25 years after the
release of the original, comes
"A Good Day to Die Hard,"
which unfortunately brings the
series to an all-time low.
After being trapped in a
40-story
building
fighting
terrorists, being trapped in
an airport while fighting
terrorists, running around New
York while fighting terrorists
and babysitting Justin Long
while fighting cyber-terrorism,
McClane now finds himself in
Russia with his son Jack (Jai
Courtney) fighting Russian
terrorists.
Despite their differences and
rough history, the father-son
duo are forced to team up on a
risky mission while proceeding
to literally tear Russia apart.
Willis has proven he can be
taken seriously as an actor in
films such as "Twelve Monkeys"
and "The Sixth Sense," and
wowed critics and audiences
alike last year in "Moonrise
Kingdom" and "Looper."
So to follow that up with
this bloated,
lame-brained,
nonsensical sequel is incredibly
disappointing.

There is nothing wrong
with the dumb action films
Sylvester Stallone and Arnold
Schwarzennegger have made
entire careers out of, but there
needs to be a sense of purpose
driving the action.
The story centers on the
relationship between Willis
and Courtney, but there is
zero chemistry between the two
actors. Courtney is likeable
enough. He was solid as a villain
in last year's "Jack Readier,"
but now he is given nothing to
do but scowl and run around as
explosions go off.
Another element that made
the 'Die Hard' films such a
hit is the awesome villains,
most notably Alan Rickman
as the devilishly cunning Hans
Gruber, but there is no stand
out bad guy. Instead of a central
villain there are just Russians.
Everything about this film
seems as if it were a lackluster
attempt to cash in on the
franchise's appeal, with the
exception of a handful of
decent action sequences.
Director John Moore, whose
past credits include "Behind
Enemy Lines" and "Max Payne,"
makes no attempt at grounding
the film in any sort of reality.
Not only do the characters
survive jumping off a 20-story
building, but they brush it off
and walk away ready for more.
The acting is passible. The
direction is uninspired, and
the writing is simply atrocious.
Skip Woods's dialogue is
so bad Willis resorts to using
the phrase "I'm on vacation,"
whenever the filmmakers are
unable to think of something
clever for him to say. The
camera work is a mess, and
the film editing is jumbled in
such a way it becomes hard for
audiences to determine who is
doing what is fight scenes.
However, all the negativityaside, "A Good Day to Die
Hard" is an enjoyable action
flick. Sure it's cheesy and
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Jan Thijs/Summit Entertainment/MCT

predictable, but that's part
of the fun of watching a 'Die
Hard' movie.
While it is disappointing
to see the series become this
unimaginative and simplistic,
it is never dull and delivers
plenty of thrilling scenes.
Bruce Willis's latest outing
as John McClane may not have
been what fans were hoping
for, but there is always hope
that McClane's next adventure
will be bigger, smarter and
much, much better.

Silver screen
2 out of 5

Direcred by John Moore

<

Produced by Dune Entertainment, Ingenious Film Partners, Origo Film Group and
Twentieth Century Fox Film Corporation
Rated R for violence and language
Starring Bruce Willis, Jai Courtney, Sebastian Koch, Mary Elizabeth Winstead, Yulia
Snigir, Rasha Bukvic and Cole Hause
Now showing at Regal Savannah Stadium 10, Carmike 10, Spotlight Theatres
Eisenhower Square Cinema 6, Pooler Stadium Cinemas 12, Royal Cinemas Pooler and
Victory Square Stadium 9

Como se dice.,
en espanol?
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ACROSS:

DOWN:

I. University president's office

2. Heart

3. Birthday

4. To edit

5. Basketball

6. I lov e you (two words)

10. Pizza

7. Museum

II. To need

8. To eat

13. Kitchen

9. Tennis

15. To fall in l ove with

10. Psychology

16. Joke

12. How are you? (two words)

17. Muscular

14. Programming

18. Baseball

17. Music

20. Pool

19. Later

24. Coach

20. Pirates

25. To graduate

22. Nursing

27. To go to bed

23. Biology

29. Cat

26. Fan

30. Class

28. Jealous

31. Crazy

32. Knowledge

34. Housing

33. University

36. Volleyball

35. To go

41. Philosophy

37. Spring break (three words)

43. Eggs

38. Physics

44. To fall asleep

39. Gymnasium

48. To cook

40. Boyfriend

50. Comic

42. To forget

51. Exam

45. Complicated

52. To film

46. Evolution

53. Good morning (two words)

47. Good looking

54. Game

49. Flu

56. Golf'
57. Police

55. Laughter
'

59. Butter

58. Lunch

60. French

60. Soccer

61. Softball

62 To paint

64. Makeup

63. Kiss

66. Cake

65. Confidence

68. To learn

67. Photographer

69. Maroon

69. Glasses

71. Art

70. To drink

72. Crime

73. Friday

75. Gold

74. Headache (three words)
76. Liquor
77. Goodbye
.78. Beautiful
79. Beer
80. Interview
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Arts & Entertainment
book festival to close
By RYAN DICK EY
Staff Writer

The Savannah Book Festival
came to a close Feb. 17 as
acclaimed
novelist
David
Baldacci delivered the final
address of the Georgia Power
Speaker Series for the closing
ceremony to a packed SGAD
Trustees Theater of sponsors
and Book Festival attendees.
40
Armstrong
students
were invited to attend a
question and answer forum
with Baldacci at the Acura
dealership
on
Broughton
• str eet prior to the event, but
only managed to fill a little
less than half the seats.
Baldacci began his speech
by answering one of his most
frequently asked questions:
What is it like to be a No. 1
bestselling novelist?
He said most people expect
the life is "Hollywoodized glitz
and glamour."
"Like I get up at noon every
day and put on my favorite
smoking
jacket,"
Baldacci
joked. "I have a small dog that
I carry under my arm, and I
go down to my studio where
1 have a bevy of assistants
ready to write down my every
utterance.
"Of course my life is not
like that all," he said after the
laughter died down.
This set a tone for the rest
of the closing address as
Baldacci highlighted a few
notable moments of his life
as a novelist and provided
the audience with numerous
hilarious anecdotes from a 12*
Photo by Alex Pirtle foot tall poster and a parade
David Baldacci held a question and answer forum with invited guests at the Broughton street Acura
commemorating a surprise
dealership Feb. 17.
"David Baldacci Day" at his

family's ancestral home town
of Barga, Italy, to hanging on
fbr dear life while sailing on
a boat piloted by President
George H. W. Bush and then
looking on as Bush launched
two ESPN anchors into the
Atlantic Ocean while pulling
them along on an inner tube.
Baldacci also told a moving
story of his mother's passing
on Mother's Day and how
that event would motivate him
to turn his novel "Wish You
Well" into a screenplay.
Baldacci would eventually
use this title to name his
philanthropic organization.
Wish
You Well is
a
foundation created by Baldacci
and his wife, Michelle. The
foundation's goal is to combat
adult illiteracy — a condition
that affects, nearly 100 million
adults living in the U.S. — as
well as promote and sustain
family literacy. A father of two,
Baldacci is just as concerned
with the development of
literacy in adolescents and
teens as he is with adults.
Baldacci reflected beginning
his career as a short story
author, the pains of starting
out as a new writer and
submitting works to imposing,
faceless names such as The
New York Times; however,
baldacci
maintained
each
failure should be counted as a
success.
"Rejections should be worn
as badges of honor," he said
Writers should be proud of
whatever they do, regardless
of whether or not their wdrk
is praised.
Known for his immensely
successful
first
novel,
"Absolute Power," as well
as 24 other national and

international
bestsellers,
Baldacci spoke to the crowd
regarding the realities of being
a novelist: the pricelessness of
passion and perseverance, how
overcoming fear is essential to
creativity and the importance
of literacy to every person
regardless of age.
Passion should be pursued,
he said. Passion should be
pursued no matter the cost;
regardless of others might say,
and without minding what
might happen.
Along with writing novels
and screenplays, a chief passion
of Baldacci is promoting
literacy in the community.
Ringing with echoes of the
classical orators such as Cicero
and Quintilian, Baldacci's
goal for nationwide literacy
operates on a single maxim:
"You can't be an active
participant in Democracy if
you cannot read.
"Reading and thinking are
the same verb — o ne cannot
exist without the other."
According to Ann Higbee,
the vice president of the board
of directors for the Savannah
Book
Festival,
Baldacci
and Wish You Well were
instrumental in promoting a
more literate society here in
Savannah during the festival.
The Literati, or Friends of the
Festival, worked with Wish You
Well by brainstorming ways
to make both organizations'
goals of literacy a reality.
Higbee said this premise
is one of the main reasons
so many different kinds of
authors were present at this
year's Book Festival — to
promote all kinds of literature.
"It is good to include
everything," Higbee said.

Students interpret
black history
By Matthew Harrell
Staff Writer
Part of Armstrong's Black
History
Month
program,
students came out to support
local artists, many of whom were
Armstrong students, in a night of
entertainment and education at
NAACP'S "Cafe 1965: Night of
Artistic Expression" Feb. 17 at 7
p.m. in the Ogeechee Theater.
The show opened with video
credits tracing the progression
of African-American culture
from slavery to the civil rights
movement to modern times.
The president of Armstrong's
chapter
of
the
National
Association for the Advancement
of Colored People, Chasidy Ortiz,
said she and her board members
chose this event to give students
another outlet to express their
artistic sides.
"Armstrong needed a different
outlet besides that of open-mic,
and we thought it would be great
to do a showcase of AfricanAmerican history, she said.
Poets, artists and musicians
were encouraged to participate in
the cafe.
The _ first act created an
atmosphere of community pride
as Demark Manigo sang a church
gospel acappella. Manigo chose a
spiritual song because he attends
church every Sunday and said
gospel "really hits home.
The crowd was immediately
hooked and the room pumpe
up when members of the Spit ire
group took the stage next.
The

spoken

performed

word

pieces

artists
praising

religious empowerment as we
as a piece tracing the gruesome
history

of

culture,

dropping

aortant

African-American
civil

names

rights

o

leaders

such as Booker T. Washington
and W.E.B. Dubois.
The rest of the show included
performers singing well-known
songs from Nina Simone and
"The Color Purple," rapping
original
verses,
performing
interpretive dance and delivering
shaking renditions of famous
speeches such as Maya Angelou's
"Ain't 1 A Woman."
Freshman Marissa
Russell
delivered an original poem
criticizing the developing habit of
the younger generation who are
losing sight of their background.
Russell says she has always had
a passion for writing and oration
and could see herself being a
voice of her generation.
"One of the objectives of
the evening was to be both
entertaining and educational,"
Ortiz said.
All
performers
involved
were thought-provoking and
inspire curiosity in the audience
members.
The
overwhelming
sense
of community engulfed the
audience, and everyone left with
what can only be described as the
knowledge of the past and a thirst
to change the future.
"This was a great chance' to'
be a part of a culture not only
as African-Americans but as
people," said spoken-word artist
and English major Justin Toney.
For Black History - Mo nth,
Armstrong's NAACP chapter
will host one more event on Feb.
20, a panel entitled "Blacker the
Berry, Sweeter the Juice: Views
and Perceptions on Skin Color."
The NAACP will also work
throughout the rest of the
year, Ortiz says, to recruit new
members and "to educate our
student body of what's going on
in the public eye.
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FROM PAGE 1

plot is the backbone of the story,
not the character, and as the
plot processes and builds, the
character's emotional progress
should rise and develop with it.
A story is made of four
essential parts, she said: the
plot, an interesting character,
an interesting setting and a
"universal truth" theme, The
theme is what your character
and reader will learn throughout
the book, and it is what will set
your book apart.
Shapiro wrote her best-selling

novel "The Art Forger" in two
years but took another year to
edit the story.
She finds it helpful to first
approach writing a novel in
step-by-step process, starting
with drafting simply the entire
plot. Then she would write-in a
character outline draft and then
add character depth.
Shapiro also expressed the
value of joining writing and
book groups.
"It is a very valuable thing for
a writer to get into a book group
because you realize when you're
writing, you think what you're
writing is exactly how the reader

is going to read it. But that's not
what it is. For the reader it is a
conversation between what you
have written and where they are
coming from. And you can't as
a writer dictate what they are
going to read."
Shapiro was part of a writing
group for 14 years and in that
period they have published 11
books all together.
She suggests writing students
participate in writing seminars
to help them work on their
craft.
She published her first book
"Shattered Echoes" in 1993,
and in the years following, she
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published four more.
"Promotion is a huge huge
part of getting a book out
there," Shapiro said.
When an author is dealing
with a publishing house who
has many authors to promote,
the more well-known writers
tend to be promoted more
because they are bringing in the
money to the publishing house,
she said.
- While
other
methods
of publishing a book have
become more widely available,
publishing through web-based
companies like Amazon.com is
not a route she said she would

consider.
Shapiro is referred to as B.A.
for her works. One audience
member was interested in
the reasoning, which Shapiro
broke down to three points:
her
previous
works
were
psychological suspense novels,
book stores only order new
releases based on the sales of
the author's previous works and
men are less likely to pick up
books they know are written by
women.
Essentially,
changing
"Barbara" to "B.A." made her
more marketable.
"Barbara didn't sell," she said.
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More job-seekers, employers using
Facebook connections to fill vacancies
to navigate their connections,
the study said, "It is expected
that if a student were to think
of
using a social network in the
(Ma)
job search, that student would
ATLANTA — His senior year first turn to the base social
at Clark Atlanta University was networking platform to see what
quickly approaching, and Kareem it offered." Students are also
Taylor was starting to worry about turning to Linkedln (40 percent)
his future.
and Twitter (about 35 percent).
Would he be able to land a
"Linkedln, as a business
job as a voice actor or would networking platform, is clearly
he end up back home with challenging
Facebook
for
his parents like so many other pre-eminent
status
among
college graduates? Better still, students as the networking
how could he let people know he platform to communicate with
had "the" voice? Not having prior potential employers,'' the study
experience or a network to draw said.
from, Taylor turned to the only
Although nearly 66 percent of
contacts he had readily available Linkedln users felt the service
to him, his Facebook friends.
was effective compared to less
"1 d ecided to post a demo on than a quarter of users of other
Facebook, asking people to share networking platforms, Taylor
it with their friends," Taylor said credits Facebook for helping him
recently.
land employment with CNN.
In that moment, Taylor joined
Once he posted his demo
an ever-growing number of on his Facebook page, Taylor
college students and employers said it caught the attention of
who are using social media CNN producer Danya Levine,
networks in the search for jobs who was already a Facebook
and job candidates.
friend. Levine invited him to the
In fact, according to a 2012 station, where he met her team.
Future Trends Survey by the
"The head honcho said,
National Association of Colleges 'Let's hear something,"' Taylor
and Employers, 90.7 percent of recalled. "I did something
respondents used Facebook in about CNN, and the whole
their job search.
room applauded." For the next
Given the near-universal status few weeks, Taylor shadowed
of Facebook, which recently members of Levine's team,
announced the launch of Graph editing tapes, meeting producers
Search to enhance users' ability and learning everything at his
GRACIE BO NDS STAPLES
THE A TLANTA JOURNALCONSTITUTION

disposal about the voice-over
industry.
Meanwhile, Taylor continued
his job search, but "no one was
calling me back," he said.
Then just months before
graduation in August 2010, he
got the call he'd been waiting for.
"Congratulations, you're the
voice of 'CNN Heroes,"' Levine
told him.
"1 was ecstatic," Taylor said.
"I'm so blessed to have this
opportunity. It was a huge
turning point." Since then,
Taylor has worked on the
productions "Black in America"
and "Pictures Don't Lie." Today,
at 24, he's one of the youngest
and most successful professional
voice actors, with clients
including Comedy Central,
Taco Bell and AT&T.
Shonda
Cooper,
lead
promotions
producer
for
CNN's "Black in America"
documentary, couldn't say how
often the television network
uses social networking sites in
its hiring.
She said, however, Taylor
"came highly regarded by
colleagues at 'CNN Heroes.'"
"He made a positive impression
on all of us," Cooper said. "In
addition to having a really good,
deep, persuasive voice, he takes
directions well." Taylor has been
the voice of "Black in America"
for the past two years, Cooper
said.

Thursday, February 21, 7 p.m.
The Artist
introductory remarks by Denis Blackbutne,
Honorary Consul to France and Germany.

Reception to follow the him

Friday, February 22, 6 p.m.
Domaine
Friday, February 22, 8:30 p.m.
La Pnn cesse de Montpensier
Saturday, February 23, 6 p.m.
Les Contes de ia Nutt

Saturday, February 23, 8:30 p.m.
Une Vie de Chat

Classes
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Zettler, associate professor of way we can, which can provide a
biology, also commented that the challenge with the number of faculty
solution is not a quick fix.
we have," she said. "We give our
"If we could offer more classes graduating students a s urvey, and we
that didn't offer a lab, but labs are often praised for our one-on-one
are extremely important, and we attention that we give our students.
can't just squeeze people in on
"But with the growing numbers of
microscopes."
students in this major, we haven't
"It's tough to say 'Let' s just add been able to offer that as much.
another class' because if you've We've doubled our number of
maxed out the classes, there's no graduates and major students since
more lab space to go around," I took over 10 years ago. From 2002
Bleicken said. "What I 've encouraged to now, we've seen our full-time
our science people to do is to look faculty grow by two."
more broadly, at points in the week
An
underlying
feeling
of
or the day we' aren't teaching that we aggravation seems to have taken up
could actually be teaching."
, permanent residence in the Science
Bleicken said that some shifts Center, particularly due to class
in class schedules and flex term registration.
options are possible solutions that
"Where 1 really hear frustration
the department is working on.
from students is that it's not their
t
"We've got a demand issue here fault," Wong said. "It's just that
that's exceeding our capacity to by the time they get to register, all
address. This is not something I'm the classes are full, so if I really had
unaware of; it's not something they to stress something to students,
are unaware of. You can't really it would be to register early. 1 also
turn on a dime," she added. "Yes, we think the faculty has frustration
are hiring more science faculty, and with the bigger class caps that I have
we're also looking at, once we have had to put on."
more science faculty, broadening the
As department head, Wong has
opportunities of the schedule."
been able to offer class substitutions
However, offering more classes to students who were unable to get
throughout the week, during both a major course that filled up too
the normal and flex-term semesters, quickly, stressing she and all of the
and potentially adding weekend faculty understand it's not always
classes will only go so far to meet students fault.
the growing needs of Armstrong's
However, no matter how early
science students, something that students register, there never seems
Jane Wong, head of the Psychology to he enough room. Some students
department, can attest to.
have even had to take similar courses
Wong, who has been in her outside of their major classes to stay
on track.
tcurrent position for 11 years, said
the problem lies in the few number
"As department head, I allow some
of faculty in her department and substitutions, because I realize that
also the rapidity with which classes it's not always the student's fault,"
fill up during registration.
Wong said. "Other courses can work
"The administration wants us to that will be adequate substitutions
serve all of Armstrong's students, that
won't
compromise
their
but they want us to do that the best education."
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No matter what's wrong,
let us take good care of you.

•>^Joseph's jCandier
Immediate Cam
Savannah - Mkftown
'always welcome!
3#i Commercial Drw M &Mlhomr
Smwmh, CiA 31406
'

CONVENIENTIY LOCATED MINUTES FROM AASU.
UQ APPOINTMENT HEEDED, WALK-IN CUNfC,
CARING AND CONFIDENTIAL TREATMENT.

HOURS
Monde*' - Friday t;00 «m - &0O pm
Saiwdhy ®;QQ ere - 5:00 pfrt
Sunday 12:00 pre - 5:00 pre
Most immmm accepted - b ring your re&uranoe card and Drivers
kkxmm, Wtsast? call wiib co-pay ami imumnm westions
Cash patients also welcome.

